
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back everyone and wishing you all a Happy New Year!

Coming back into school on the 2nd January came as a bit of a shock for all
staff, so to warm everyone up we had a fun game of benchball. It turns out
that we have some very competitive members of our team and equally some
very good defence players; Mrs Spence and Mr Bidgood! Hugo wasn’t very
impressed as he wasn’t allowed to join in!

Despite the early return we had a very productive day developing our
understanding of memory and how children learn.We used a model devised
by Tom Sherrington which also helped us reflect on the barriers that some
children have when learning and remembering. This topic will continue to be
part of our professional development and we will use this understanding when
planning our new curriculum too. 

Our first landscape workshop Wednesday afternoon this week was a great
success in beginning to develop our school grounds with the aim of achieving
greater outdoor opportunities for everyone to use across the school day.
There will be a second follow up workshop and I will share this new date with
everyone soon in the hopes you will again be able to join us. 

Mrs Thomas has asked me to remind everyone that the library continues to
open every Friday after school until 4pm for families to visit and Mrs Thomas
is very keen to help with any book choice. 

We have been so proud of how well the children have all settled in this week
and wish you all a very well deserved restful weekend.

Headteacher’s message

Dates for your diary

8th January - Y3 Author visit
in school

15th January - Y6 Nursing
team in school Measurement
programme

Closing date for Y3
admissions

22nd January - Y6 Fire visit in
school

23rd January - Maths Parent
Information evening 5pm

30th January - Parent coffee
morning 9am in school

31st January - Y4 Mandir
temple trip
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Could you be eligible for Free School Meals for your child? Has there been
a change in your personal circumstances?

Hampshire County Council provide the criteria for you to review and a simple
form for completion to see if you are eligible. Please contact a member of the

office team if you need any support with this or have any questions

Zoe Loosemore

https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Free+School+meals&pid=115
https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Free+School+meals&pid=115


Weekly Year group highlights

Year 4
Link to our Weekly Highlights & Gallery

Year 3 
Link to our Weekly Highlights & Gallery

Year 5
Link to our Weekly Highlights & Gallery

Year 6
Link to our Weekly Highlights & Gallery

www.https://www.hilt ingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/

Highlight Wellbeing

Now that the sparkly lights of Christmas have been packed away for
another year, the darkness of January is more apparent.  Dark
mornings and evenings can feel oppressive and dismal.    However, it
can be comforting to acknowledge that this is all part of the natural
order of renewal and growth as we travel through the changing year
together.   Talk to your child about the comfort and calm of darkness;
we need darkness to sleep - this is when children's physical growth
happens, and our brains process our experiences.   A seed hidden
deep in the darkness of the earth is full of the promise of the spring to
come.   The secret mystery of the chrysalis holds the promise of a
renewed life just waiting for the right time to begin to emerge.  

Talk to your child about the ongoing changes they notice around
school, as we are going through a period of physical transformation
with the building works.  Also there have been some exciting talks
this week about landscaping plans for our outside areas.   The
upheaval and the necessary flexibility are all part of the process of
our school development plans.   A chrysalis stage!   

Meanwhile, find comfort in keeping the dark evenings cosy and calm.  
And if you feel like it - keep a string of fairy lights out!  Draped across
a shelf or a house plant, they can certainly take the edge off of these
winter months! 

https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=25&gcatid=23
https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=24&gcatid=24
https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=26&gcatid=25
https://www.hiltingbury-jun.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=27&gcatid=26



