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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are excited to introduce you to a new member of Hiltingbury Junior School, Hugo.  

Hugo is a yellow Labrador and he will progress through his training and various assessments on his journey 
to becoming our school dog. The training will include socialisation and gentle exposure to the school 
environment, in addition to assessments for puppy foundation bronze, silver and gold working up to public 
access.   

We have shared our exciting news with the children in assembly today when they also had the opportunity 
to meet Helpful Hound Hobi, so you might have already heard about him! The Helpful Hounds charity will be 
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by Helpful Hounds and Mrs Batten, our Business Manager, who is appointed as Guardian.  To support the 
charity we will be leading some whole school events next year that we hope you will support us with.  

We have undertaken a thorough risk assessment, which details the hygiene practices that will be in place 
and shared with parents on our school website in the Autumn term. We have also worked alongside our two 
feeder schools Thornden and Toynbee, as both schools have a school dog, and we have used their 
experiences to develop this opportunity for children at school. 

Why have we chosen a Labrador? 

 When deciding on a suitable dog to have in school, we have chosen to have a Labrador for the following 
reasons:  
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What are the benefits of having a school dog?  

Over the past two years an integral part of our School Improvement Plan has been to provide children with 
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training he will become experienced at working with children to support their emotional and social 
development. 

Numerous research studies have shown the benefits of therapy dogs in schools with links to social, 
emotional, physical and environmental benefits. Therapy dogs have been working in schools for the past 5 
years across the UK, however, they have been commonplace in schools in the USA and Australia for many 
years. 
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